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UNIFORM CIVIL CODE 

 
* KESHAV BEHETI  & RAUNAQUE VARMA 

Introduction  

The term common code is utilized to cover the whole assemblage of laws representing rights 

identifying with property and generally in individual matters like marriage, separation, support, 

reception and legacy. The interest for a uniform common code basically implies binding together 

all these individual laws to have one arrangement of mainstream laws managing these 

perspectives that will apply to all nationals of India regardless of the group they have a place 

with. In spite of the fact that the correct shapes of such a uniform code have not been spelt out, it 

ought to probably fuse the most cutting edge and dynamic parts of all current individual laws 

while disposing of those which are retrograde. The spine of discussion rotating around Uniform 

Civil Code has been secularism and the opportunity of religion identified in the Constitution of 

India. The prelude of the Constitution expresses that India is a "Common Democratic Republic" 

This implies there is no State religion. A mainstream State should not victimize anybody on the 

ground of religion. A State is just worried with the connection amongst man and man. It is not 

worried with the connection of man with God.  

Ladies, who make up almost a half of India, keep on clamoring for a sex simply code to 

appreciate equity and equity regardless of the group to which they have a place. The Uniform 

Civil Code is required not just to guarantee 

 (a) consistency of laws between groups, additionally 
1
 

(b) consistency of laws inside groups guaranteeing correspondences between the privileges of 

men and ladies. One of the significant issues that has incited energizing polemics and 

exasperated greater part weights is the sanctioning of a uniform common code for the nationals 

all through the domain of India, as desiderated in Article 44. The arrangement is mindfully 

worded and calls upon the State to `endeavour' to secure such a code. It is neither time-bound nor 

conveys a urgent direness. Be that as it may, the Hindu fundamentalists make it an activist 

request as though Hindu law ought to be made the national family law. There is anxiety in the 
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psyche of the Muslim minority that the Quran is in peril, that its sacrosanct family law will be 

ejected. In the Shah Bano case in 1986, the Supreme Court communicated dismay at the 

postponement in encircling a uniform common code, which was viewed as a mainstream basic. 

Seething contention requesting the uniform code took after and was opposed in full rage by the 

Muslim minority, with recognized special cases. Endeavors have been produced using time to 

time for authorizing a Uniform Civil Code after freedom and the Supreme Court in different 

cases has been offering headings to the administration for executing Article 44 of the 

Constitution and to change the individual laws exceptionally those identifying with the 

minorities and to expel sex predisposition in that. While a uniform common code is not 

especially high on the national plan, esteem based dynamic changes, protecting the different 

character of every religious gathering, is a possible venture maintaining a strategic distance from 

affront and damage to any minority. This might be a preparatory stride to make ready for a 

typical code. Assembly of Muslim, Christian and Parsi feeling in this heading is certain to yield 

helpful outcomes and diminish fundamentalist resistance. Possibly, to encourage a national civil 

argument, a facultative basic code might be drawn up at a non-legislative level. It will be simply 

discretionary for minorities to acknowledge or dismiss those arrangements. Our establishing 

fathers have been wary in their manner while drafting Article 44 and along these lines in a 

circumstance where the country is in the grasp of shared pressure hustle must clear a path to 

control. At first Uniform Civil Code was brought up in the Constituent Assembly in 1947 and it 

was fused as one of the mandate standards of the State strategy by the sub-advisory group on 

Fundamental Rights and condition 39 of the draft order standards of the state arrangement gave 

that the State should attempt to secure for the national a Uniform Civil Code.
2
 

 

Why its so happens  

The contentions set forward was that distinctive individual laws of groups in view of religion, 

"held India again from progressing to nationhood" and it was proposed that a Uniform Civil 

Code "ought to be ensured to Indian individuals inside a time of five to ten years"11 The 
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Chairman of the drafting advisory group of the Constitution, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, 
3
said that, "We 

have in this nation uniform code of laws covering practically every part of human relationship. 

We have a uniform and finish criminal code working all through the nation which is contained in 

the Indian Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code. The main region the common law has 

not possessed the capacity to attack so far as the marriage and progression … . what's more, it is 

the aim of the individuals who longing to have Article 35 as a piece of Constitution in order to 

realize the change." Though Ambedkar was bolstered by Gopalaswamy Ayyangar and others yet 

Jawarharlal Nehru mediated in the verbal confrontation. Nehru said in 1954 in the Parliament, "I 

don't think right now the time is ready for me to attempt to push it (Uniform Civil Code) 

through." Since the Uniform Civil Code was a politically delicate issue, the establishing fathers 

of the Constitution touched base at a noteworthy bargain by setting it under Article 44 as an 

order standard of state strategy. Indeed, even after over five decades from the surrounding of the 

Constitution, the perfect of uniform common code under Article 44 is yet to be accomplished. 

Notwithstanding, endeavors in this bearing proceeded as reflected in different claims of the 

Supreme Court every once in a while. Uniform Civil Code - Gender Justice In Mohammad 

Ahmed Khan v. Shah Bano Begum,  prevalently known as Shah Bano's case, the Supreme Court 

held that "It is likewise a matter of disappointment that Article 44 of our Constitution has 

remained a dead letter." Though this choice was profoundly condemned by Muslim 

Fundamentalists, yet it was considered as a liberal understanding of law as required by sexual 

orientation equity. Later on, under weight from Muslim Fundamentalists, the focal Government 

passed the Muslim Women's (Protection of rights on Divorce) Act 1986, which prevented ideal 

from securing support to Muslim ladies under area 125 Cr.P.C. The dissident appropriately 

censured that it "was without a doubt a retrograde stride. That likewise demonstrated how ladies' 

rights have a low need notwithstanding for the mainstream condition of India. Self-governance 

of a religious foundation was therefore made to beat ladies' rights." In Sarla Mudgal (Smt.), 

President, Kalyani and others v. Union of India and others,  Kuldip Singh J.
4
, while conveying 

the judgment guided the Government to actualize the order of Article 44 and to record sworn 

statement demonstrating the means taken in the matter and held that, "Progressive governments 

have been entirely neglectful in their obligation of executing the Constitutional command under 
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Article 44, Therefore the Supreme Court asked for the Government of India, through the Prime 

Minister of the nation to have a new take a gander at Article 44 of the Constitution of India and 

attempt to secure for its subjects a uniform common code all through the region of India." 

However, in Ahmadabad Women's Action Group (AWAG) v. Union of India, 17 a PIL was 

recorded testing sexual orientation prejudicial arrangements in Hindu, Muslim and Christian 

statutory and non-statutory law. This time Supreme Court turned into somewhat saved and held 

that the matter of expulsion of sexual orientation segregation in individual laws "includes issues 

of State polices with which the court won't commonly have any worry." The choice was 

scrutinized that the summit court had for all intents and purposes resigned its part as a sentinel in 

ensuring the standards of fairness in regards to sex related issues of individual laws of different 

groups in India. The Apex Court sought after a similar line in Lily Thomas and so forth v. Union 

of India and others and held : "The attractive quality of Uniform Civil Code can barely be 

questioned. Yet, it can concretize just when social atmosphere is appropriately developed by 

world class of the general public, statesmen among pioneers who as opposed to increasing 

individual mileage transcend and stir the masses to acknowledge the change." The circumstance 

in regards to the individual laws for Christians in India was distinctive. For their situation, the 

courts appeared to be bolder and took a dynamic remain regarding sexual orientation balance. 

For instance, in 1989, in Swapana Ghosh v. Sadananda Ghosh, 
5
the Calcutta High Court 

communicated the view that segments 10 and 17 of the Indian Divorce Act, 1869, ought to be 

pronounced illegal yet nothing happened till 1995. In 1995, the Kerela High Court in Ammini 

E.J. v. Union of India, and Bombay High Court in Pragati Verghese v. Cyrill George Verghese , 

struck down area 10 of Indian Divorce Act, 1869 as being violative of sex uniformity. In 

September 2001, a poor Muslim lady, Julekhabhai, looked for changes in the separation 

arrangements in Muslim law and that polygamy be proclaimed illicit. The Supreme Court 

requesting that her approach Parliament, declining to engage the appeal. Julekhabhai had looked 

for correspondence with Muslim men, asking for court to proclaim that "disintegration of 

marriage under Muslim Marriage Act, 1939, can be conjured similarly by either life partner". It 

likewise asked for the court to strike down arrangements identifying with "talaq, ila, zihar, lian, 

khula and so forth", which permitted additional legal separation in Muslim individual law. 

Mohammed Abdul Rahim Quraishi, Secretary, All India Muslim Personal Law Board, says: "It 
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is likewise to be seen that the subjects of marriage and separation, newborn children and minors, 

wills, intestacy and progression, segment and so on, are specified in the simultaneous rundown 

of seventh Schedule of the Constitution. These are subjects on which both the focal and state 

governments have the ability to make laws. Thus, we find numerous provincial varieties 

influenced by the state assemblies in the Hindu Laws."25 Bigamy is deserving of law in all 

groups spare the Muslims, who are administered by the Sharia law. The Muslim Personal Law 

(Shariat) Application Act 1937 was passed by the British government to guarantee that the 

Muslims were protected from precedent-based law and that lone their own law would be 

pertinent to them. Bigamous relational unions are illicit among Christians (Act XV of 1872), 

Parsis (Act II of 1936) and Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs and Jains (Act XXV of 1955). 

Authorization of a Uniform Civil Code would encroach upon Muslim rights to polygamy. In all 

late situations where the requirement for a Uniform Civil Code has been stressed ladies were 

forced to bear torment in the attire of religious insusceptibility. Aside from the well known Shah 

Bano (1986) and Sarla Mudgal (1995) cases, there have been a few different supplications by 

Hindu spouses whose husbands changed over to Islam just keeping in mind the end goal to get 

hitched again without separating the main wife. "To ration the union of Hindu society, the Hindu 

laws took into account traditions and uses. The inconvenience of consistency would have 

undermined Hindu social union. On the off chance that matters identifying with family laws and 

traditions fall under the locale of Parliament and state lawmaking bodies, the nation will have an 

assortment of directions. The Law Commission of India prescribed in 2008: "It is, in this 

manner, recommended that prompt move be made to present a change in the Hindu Marriage 

Act, 1955 and the Special Marriage Act, 1954 for incorporation of „irretrievable breakdown of 

marriage‟as another ground for concede of separation." The State ought to turn out with 

determined strides to attempt to secure the subjects a Uniform common Code all through the 

nation. The Supreme Court managed in Seema v. Ashwani Kumar,
6
 that all relational unions 

regardless of their religion be necessarily enlisted. The Court felt that, "this decision was 

fundamental by the need of the time as certain corrupt husbands deny marriage, leaving their 

companions in the stagger, be it for looking for upkeep, care of youngsters or legacy of 

property." The Supreme Court request is an initial move towards the Uniform Civil Code. The 
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Supreme Court decided that every one of the relational unions regardless of their religion, be 

obligatory enrolled. Equity Pasayat, composing the judgment for the seat in a matter that was on 

branch of a wedding case, guided the Government to accommodate "outcomes of non-enrollment 

of relational unions" in the guidelines, which ought to be formalized in the wake of welcoming 

open reaction and thinking of them as. The Law Commission of India prescribed in 2008: "It's 

about time that we investigated the whole array of Central and State laws on enrollment of 

relational unions and separations to survey if a uniform administration of marriage and 

separation enlistment laws is attainable in the nation at this phase of social improvement and, if 

not, what important legitimate changes might be presented for streamlining and enhancing the 

present framework." For long Christian ladies too had the law stacked against them. A Christian 

man could acquire a separation on the premise of infidelity; a lady needed to build up an extra 

charge like abandonment or cold-bloodedness under the Indian Divorce Act 1869. Yet, in 1997, 

remorselessness, physical and mental torment were made ground enough for a Christian lady to 

get a separation, with the Bombay High Court perceiving mercilessness and abandonment as free 

justification for the disintegration of a Christian marriage. Separate under the Hindu Marriage 

Act 1955 can be acquired on the grounds of infidelity, mercilessness, renunciation for a long 

time, transformation in religion, an unsound personality, experiencing venereal infection or 

disease or if the mate has disavowed the world and has not been gotten notification from for a 

long time. Likewise no resumption of co-home for one year after the announcement of legal 

division, no compensation of matrimonial rights for one year after pronouncement for 

compensation of marital rights, or if the spouse is liable of assault, homosexuality or savagery. 

Every single real religion in this manner have their own laws that administer separates inside 

their own particular group, and there are separate directions under the Special Marriage Act, 

1956 with respect to separate in interfaith relational unions. Under a typical common code, one 

law would administer all separations. Fundamentally, in the matter of a Uniform Civil Code, 

India‟s restricting commitment under universal law have likewise begun drawing in 

consideration of lawful and different specialists. Satyabrata Rai Chawdhuri
7
, appropriately saw 

in 200342:- [Since] diverse treatment for any religious gathering is violative of the UN Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights and the Declaration on the Rights to Development embraced by the 
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world meeting on Human Rights, it is trusted that Parliament will outline a typical common code 

immediately, stripping religion from social relations and individual law.  

Significance and need of Uniform Civil Code  

One ought not overlook that nationhood is symbolized by one Constitution, a solitary citizenship, 

one banner and a customary law appropriate to all nationals and India's commitments under 

worldwide law and necessities of different global instruments identifying with the human 

privileges of ladies, for example, Universal revelation of Human Rights, 1948 and the 

Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, 1967, likewise request that 

regardless of the possibility that one discounts Article 44 the Union of India can't sidestep its 

universal commitment to make laws to evacuate all oppression ladies. For that, similarly as 27 

years back, the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 was authorized for the advantage of all working 

ladies, "The following coherent stride is to make a law to secure equivalent rights to ladies. An 

Equal Right Act would to a great extent accomplish the target of regular common code. In the 

option, parallel change of every individual law to offer impact to the Human Rights proclaimed 

by the United Nation would help in the development of normal example of individual laws, 

making ready for uniform code, and a start could be made in the course yet it appears that the 

Political will is inadequate." The Article 44 of the Constitution of India requires the state to 

secure for the nationals of India a Uniform Civil Code all through the domain of India. As has 

been seen above, India is an extraordinary mix and merger of systematized individual laws of 

Hindus, Christians, Parsis and to some degree of laws of Muslims. In any case, there exists no 

uniform family related law in a solitary statutory book for all Indians which is all around 

satisfactory to all religious groups who coincide in India. As examined over, the Supreme Court 

of India interestingly guided the Indian Parliament to outline a Uniform Civil Code in 1985 on 

account of Mohammad Ahmed Khan v. Shah Bano Begum.
8
 For this situation a penurious 

Muslim lady asserted upkeep from her better half under Section 125 of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure after her significant other proclaimed triple Talaq (separate by declaring "Talaq" 

thrice). The Apex Court held that the Muslim lady had a privilege to get support under Section 

125 of the Code furthermore held that Article 44 of the Constitution had remained a dead letter. 

To fix the above choice, the Muslim Women (Right to Protection on Divorce) Act, 1986 which 
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shortened the privilege of a Muslim Woman for support under Section 125 of the Court was 

established by the Indian Parliament. From that point, on account of Sarla Mudgal Vs. Union of 

India,
9
 the question which was raised was whether a Hindu spouse wedded under Hindu law can, 

by grasping Islamic religion, solemnize a moment marriage. The Supreme Court held that a 

Hindu marriage solemnized under Hindu Law must be broken down under the Hindu Marriage 

Act and change to Islam and wedding again would not without anyone else break down the 

Hindu marriage. Encourage, it was held that a moment marriage solemnized. 

The Directive Principle of sanctioning a uniform common code has been encouraged by the 

Apex Court over and again in various choices as an issue of earnestness. Lamentably, in an 

ensuing choice reported as Lily Thomas v. Union of India, 47 the Apex Court, managing the 

legitimacy of a moment marriage shrunk by a Hindu spouse after his transformation to Islam, 

elucidated that the court had not issued any bearings for the codification of a typical common 

code and that the judges constituting the distinctive seats had just communicated their 

perspectives in the actualities and the conditions of those cases. Indeed, even the absence of will 

to do as such by the Indian government can be deciphered from the late stand expressed in the 

Indian press. It has been accounted for in the Asian Age, "that the Indian government does not 

expect to bring enactment to guarantee a uniform common code since it wouldn't like to start 

changes in the individual laws of minority groups." 48 However, this should not to prevent the 

endeavors of the Supreme Court of India in issuing required headings to the focal government to 

convey a typical common code relevant to all groups regardless of their religion and practices in 

a mainstream India. Ideally, the Apex Court may audit its discoveries in some other case and 

issue required bearings to the focal government to convey a typical common code relevant to all 

groups regardless of their religion. The Preamble of the Indian Constitution sets out to constitute 

a "Common" Democratic Republic. This implies there is no State religion and that the state 

might not separate on the ground of religion. Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution of India as 

enforceable essential rights ensure opportunity of religion and flexibility to oversee religious 

undertakings. In the meantime Article 44 which is not enforceable in a Court of Law expresses 

that the state should attempt to secure a uniform common code in India. How are they to be 

accommodated. What will be the elements of a Uniform Civil Code. Since the individual laws of 
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every religion contain isolate fixings, the uniform common code should strike a harmony 

between insurance of key rights and religious standards of various groups. Marriage, separate, 

progression, legacy and support can be matters of a common nature and law can manage them. 

India needs a systematized law which will cover all religions in connection to the individual laws 

of various groups. Faultfinders of the uniform common code imagine that the genuine standards 

of Muslim law remain obscured by its broad claimed misreading throughout the years. It is 

recommended by Tahir Mahmood, a prominent researcher in his article that "an Indian Code of 

Muslim Law in view of a mixed determination of standards from the different schools of Shariat 

is the perfect answer for all the contemporary issues of Muslim Law".49 In another report, 50 it 

has been accounted for that the Supreme Court of India expelled an open intrigue prosecution 

appeal to testing the lawfulness of the traditions of polygamy, talaq and separation honed by 

Muslims under individual laws. The request for a heading to the Central Government to make 

Uniform Marriage Laws for all groups was dismisses on the ground that it is for Parliament to 

change or correct the law. Consequently, the open deliberation is unending and the issue stays 

uncertain. It is in this setting we have to comprehend the issue of the uniform common code. The 

time has come to place individual laws of all religions under a scanner and reject those laws that 

damage the Constitution. Individual laws of all religions victimize ladies on matters of marriage, 

separation, legacy etc. There is a dire need to winnow out the fair and impartial laws of all 

religions and shape a plan for a uniform common code in view of sexual orientation equity. The 

Hindu code can't be connected consistently to all religions. Then again, triple talaq would need to 

go, as would polygamy and every one of the focal points that accumulate to Hindu unified 

families in matters of property and inheritance.51 In this background, one can state that in our 

nation, individual laws ceaselessly influence the lives and privileges of countless of all most 

every one of the groups. Albeit different endeavors are being finished by the method for 

universal instruments, changes of national laws, changing legal patterns, suggestions of Law 

Commissions and other social first class gatherings to guarantee sexual orientation fairness yet at 

the same time ladies in our nation are not treated similarly and separated in the field of family 

law particularly in instances of marriage, separation, support, legacy and so on. In these 

circumstances, a sexual orientation simply code is the need of the time. So a Uniform Civil Code 

is essential for the insurance of mistreated ladies, to ensure their human rights, to evacuate 

oppression them independent of their religion or group they have a place and, in conclusion to 
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make our national laws as per the universal instruments which are legitimately authoritative on 

India through different worldwide traditions and global Human Rights instruments which are 

approved by India. I think right now, the time is ready for us to attempt to push it (Uniform Civil 

Code) through. To entirety up in last, it can be said for natives having a place with various 

religions and categories, it is basic that for advancement of national solidarity and solidarity a 

bound together code is a flat out need on which there can be no bargain. Diverse surges of 

religion need to converge to a typical goal and some brought together standards must develop in 

the genuine soul of Secularism. India needs a brought together code of family laws under an 

umbrella of all its constituent religions. Whether it is the attempt of the State, the command of 

the court or the Will of the general population is an issue which just time will choose.  

The Constitution of India ensures opportunity of soul, Freedom to proclaim, rehearse and 

engender religion, however is subjected to specific impediments forced by the constitution. The 

legal has attempted to abridge by setting down rule that the constitution secures just the basic 

parts of religious flexibility. India, being a mainstream nation, permits the presence of different 

religion and does not advance a specific religion. The topic of inviability of individual laws was 

talked about by the Constituent Assembly twice, first when the crucial rights in Part III 

identifying with individual laws, was consolidated in the Constitution and besides, when Article 

44 contained in Part IV of the Constitution to secure Uniform. 

Conclusion  

Family relations in India are administered by religious individual Laws. Individual laws are 

frequently alluded to as Civil laws yet in India they are all the more accurately named religious 

individual laws and recognized from other common laws. The four noteworthy religious groups : 

Hindu, Muslim, Christian and Parsi, each have their Personal Laws. They are administered by 

their separate religious laws in matters of marriage, separation, progression, appropriation, 

guardianship and support. In the laws of every one of these groups, ladies have less ideal than 

men in relating circumstances that in itself is not shocking since religion in all aspects of the 

world oppress ladies. Religious individual laws are supposedly on religious tenets and 

regulations.' 


